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INTRODUCTION  TO  THE 
OBERLIN  COLLEGE  EXHIBITION 


The  Oberlin  College  Library  is  pleased  to  present  this 
exhibition  of  contemporary  Afro-American  women 
writers  to  Oberlin  and  northeast  Ohio  audiences.  It 
was  first  exhibited  at  the  Ward  M.  Canaday  Center  for 
Special  Collections  of  Carlson  Library  at  the  University 
of  Toledo  in  the  summer  of  1989  where  William  A. 
Moffett,  Director  of  Libraries,  and  I saw  it,  were 
impressed,  and  asked  to  borrow  it.  We  extend  our 
thanks  to  Richard  Oram,  Director  of  the  Canaday 
Center  for  allowing  us  to  have  it,  and  to  Nancy 
Burnard,  Rare  Books  Assistant  for  expediting  the  loan. 

Because  we  have  less  exhibit  space  than  has  the 
Canaday  Center,  we  have  had  to  selectively  cull  the 
material  and  omit  some  worthwhile  writers  and  books. 
At  the  same  time,  in  order  to  tailor  the  exhibition  to  our 
interests,  we  have  added  some  Oberlin-related  authors 
and  materials.  Thanks  to  the  Creative  Writing 
Program,  the  Black  Studies,  English  and  Theater  and 
Dance  Departments  and  the  Assemblies  Committee, 
many  of  the  women  whose  books  are  on  exhibit  have 
read  or  given  talks  at  Oberlin  over  the  years.  Several 
have  also  received  honorary  degrees,  the  most  recent 
being  Audre  Lorde,  in  May  1989.  Even  during  the  run 
of  this  exhibition,  Thylias  Moss  will  give  a talk  and  a 
reading,  and  a play  by  Ntozake  Shange,  Spell  #7,  will  be 
performed. 

I would  like  to  thank  everyone  who  has  helped  with  the 
catalog  and  the  exhibition  at  Oberlin,  including  Lenore 
Horner,  Stuart  Friebert,  Shelby  Warrens,  and  Anne 
Zald.  The  catalog  remains  primarily  the  work  of  Myra 
Ann  Best  of  Toledo,  with  emendations,  deletions  and 
additions  by  Dina  Schoonmaker. 


Dina  Schoonmaker 
Special  Collections 
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TOUCHING  THE  SUN: 


CONTEMPORARY  AFRO-AMERICAN 
WOMEN  WRITERS 

‘Touching  the  Sun:  Contemporary  Afro-American 
Women  Writers”  is  an  exhibition  designed  to  showcase 
twenty  black  women  novelists,  poets,  essayists,  play- 
wrights, and  juvenile  authors.  The  intent  is  to  show 
the  large  number  of  black  women  writers  active  in  the 
postwar  period,  bring  to  public  attention  some  lesser- 
known  writers,  display  the  diversity  of  their  individual 
and  collective  writing  abilities,  and  define  the  subjects 
common  to  these  writers.  Works  taken  primarily  from 
the  Canaday  Center's  extensive  collections  of 
contemporary  Afro-American  writers,  and 
supplemented  by  Oberlin  material,  show  their 
accomplishments,  scope,  and  progress,  both  as  writers 
and  as  women. 

The  birthdates  of  the  women  in  this  exhibit  span  four 
decades.  The  oldest  writer  is  Margaret  Walker,  born  in 
1915,  and  the  youngest  is  Thylias  Moss,  born  in  1954. 
Many  of  the  women  witnessed  or  participated  in  the 
Civil  Rights  Movement.  Themes  of  racial  pride, 
confrontation,  and  oppression  dominate  many  of  these 
politically  astute  writers'  works,  especially  those  of 
Sonia  Sanchez,  June  Jordan,  Audre  Lorde,  Gayl 
Jones,  and  Toni  Morrison. 

Another  common  theme  of  the  works  in  this  exhibit  is 
that  of  the  everyday  events  of  living:  domestic  duties, 
interaction  of  mother  and  children,  wife  and  husband, 
and  friends.  In  an  essay  entitled  “On  Being  Female, 
Black,  and  Free”  in  the  anthology  The  Writer  on  Her 
Work  [New  York:  W.W.  Norton,  1980],  Margaret 
Walker  explains  why  this  theme  is  prevalent  in 
women's  writing: 


The  traditional  and  historic  role  of  womankind 
is  ever  the  role  of  the  healing  and  annealing 
handy  whether  the  outworn  modes  of  nurse, 
and  mother,  cook  and  sweetheart.  As  a writer 
these  are  still  her  concerns.  These  are  still  the 
stuff  about  which  she  writes,  the  human 
condition,  the  human  potential,  the  human 
destiny. 

Finally,  one  of  the  principal  themes  of  the  more  recent 
literature  represented  herein  part  an  outgrowth  of  the 
Women's  Movement  is  that  of  the  pride  of  being  a 
woman.  Related  to  this  self-acceptance  is  the  authors' 
pride  in  being  sexual  and  sensual  beings,  as  illustrated 
in  Maya  Angelou's  Now  Sheba  Sings  the  Song,  Audre 
Lorde's  Uses  of  the  Erotic:  the  Erotic  as  Power,  Alice 
Walker's  The  Color  Purple,  and  much  of  Nikki 
Giovanni's  later  poetry. 

While  there  is  diversity  in  these  women's  ages,  genres, 
and  perspectives,  one  belief  binds  them  together.  As  Toni 
Cade  Bambara  says  in  The  Writer  on  Her  Work  : 

Words  are  to  be  taken  seriously.  I try  to  take 
seriously  acts  of  language.  Words  set  things  in 
motion.  Pve  seen  them  doing  it.  Words  set  up 
atmospheres,  electrical  fields,  charges.  Pve  felt 
them  doing  it.  Words  conjure. 

Myra  Ann  Best 
Exhibit  Curator 
Canaday  Center 
Graduate  Assistant 

Dina  Schoonmaker 

Oberlin  College  Library 


Maya  Angelou 


Born  Marguerite  Johnson  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  in 
1928,  the  multi-talented  Maya  Angelou  has  been  a poet, 
author,  playwright,  director,  stage  and  screen  actress, 
and  nightclub  singer.  She  attended  public  schools  in 
Arkansas  and  California,  studied  dance  with  Martha 
Graham  and  drama  with  Frank  Silvera.  Maya 
Angelou  was  Oberlin’s  commencement  speaker  in 
1983  and  received  an  honorary  doctorate  at  that  time,  to 
add  to  many  bestowed  on  her  by  institutions  such  as 
Ohio  State  University,  Columbia  College,  and  Atlanta 
University.  Ms.  Angelou  has  been  visiting  professor  at 
California  State  University  and  Wichita  State 
University;  she  now  has  a life-time  appointment  at 
Wake  Forest  University  in  Winston-Salem,  North 
Carolina. 

Of  the  many  writers  who  have  had  an  impact  on  Ms. 
Angelou’s  subject  matter  and  writing  style  (among 
them  James  Baldwin,  Toni  Morrison,  James  Weldon 
Johnson,  and  Ann  Petry)  Ms.  Angelou  says  that  the 
two  most  influential  are  Paul  Laurence  Dunbar  and 
William  Shakespeare. 

I Know  Why  the  Caged  Bird  Sings 
New  York:  Random  House,  1969.  First  edition,  first 
printing.  A book  which  concerns  Ms.  Angelou’s 
childhood  in  the  South  with  her  brother  Bailey  and 
how  she  learns  to  live  in  a society  that  devalues  her 
creativity,  the  color  of  her  skin,  and  her  appearance. 

Gather  Together  in  My  Name 

New  York:  Random  House,  1974.  First  edition. 

This  work  deals  with  Ms.  Auigelou's  life  after  the  birth 
of  her  son  Guy  and  her  emotional  and  financial 
struggles  as  a single  parent. 


Singin'  and  Swingin'  and  Gettin'  Merry  Like 
Ch  ristrnas 

New  York:  Kiindom  House,  1976.  First  edition. 

Ms.  Angelou  describes  her  stage  debut  and  her 
experiences  in  the  international  tour  of  “Porgy  and 
Bess.” 

The  Heart  of  a Woman 

New  York:  Random  House,  1981.  First  edition, 
inscribed  and  signed. 

This  tells  of  Ms.  Angelou  and  her  son's  move  from 
California  to  New  York  and  her  participation  on  the 
Southern  Christian  Leadership  Conference  with 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 

All  God's  Children  Need  Traveling  Shoes 

New  York:  Random  House, 1986.  First  edition.  Signed 
copy. 

The  most  recent  of  the  stories,  this  book  concerns  Ms. 
Angelou  and  her  son's  experiences  in  the  struggle 
against  colonialism  in  Africa  during  the  early  1960s. 

Interspersed  with  the  appearance  of  the  above 
autobiographical  works,  Maya  Angelou  published 
many  books  of  poetry,  of  which  but  one  is  exhibited. 

Now  Sheba  Sings  the  Song 

New  York:  E.P.  Dutton,  1987.  First  edition. 

Dedicated  to  all  women,  this  long  poem,  illustrated  by 
Tom  Feelings,  is  a celebration  of  women's  sensuality 
and  sexuality. 


Toni  Cade  Bambara 


Toni  Cade  Bambara  was  bom  in  New  York  City  in  1931. 
She  received  her  B.A.  degree  in  theater  from  Queens 
College,  her  M.A.  degree  in  English  Literature  from 
City  College,  and  has  studied  theater,  dance,  and  film 
at  several  European  universities.  Ms.  Bambara  has 
been  a welfare  investigator,  a community  center 
director,  and  a women's  studies'  consultant.  She 
taught  at  Rutgers  University,  City  College  of  New  York, 
and  Duke  University,  was  an  artist  in  residence  at 
Spelman  College  and  a writer  in  residence  at  Oberlin. 
She  won  the  American  Book  Award  for  her  novel  The 
Salt  Eaters  in  1980.  Currently  she  conducts  workshops 
and  presents  readings  and  lectures. 

Gorilla  My  Love 

New  Yorfc  Random  House,  1972.  First  edition. 

Several  tales,  told  from  young  girls'  perspectives,  about 
their  lives,  their  families  and  their  communities. 

The  Salt  Eaters 

New  York:  Random  House,  1980.  First  edition. 

Ms.  Bambara's  first  novel,  winner  of  the  Pulitzer  Prize 
in  Fiction,  depicts  the  use  of  psychic  powers  and 
modern  technology  to  solve  social  problems  which 
threaten  human  existence  at  the  end  of  this  century. 

Ms.  Bambara  used  the  term  “salt"  in  the  title  because  of 
its  uses  as  an  antidote  against  poison,  as  when  it  is 
applied  to  a snake  bite. 
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Gwendolyn  Brooks 


Although  Gwendolyn  Elizabeth  Brooks  was  bom  in 
Topeka,  Kansas,  in  1917,  she  has  lived  in  Chicago 
since  she  was  one  month  old.  She  attended  Wilson 
Junior  College  and  has  taught  English  and  creative 
writing  at  Columbia  College,  Elmhurst  College, 
University  of  Wisconsin,  Columbia  University,  City 
College  of  New  York,  and  Northeastern  Illinois 
University.  Ms. Brooks,  the  first  black  woman  to  win 
the  Pulitzer  Prize  for  Poetry,  was  the  recipient  of  two 
Guggenheim  fellowships  and,  in  1968,  succeeded  Carl 
Sandburg  as  Poet  Laureate  of  Illinois.  She  has  given 
readings  and  talks  in  Oberlin,  inlcuding  an  assembly 
in  Finney  Chapel  in  March  1976. 

Ms.  Brooks  classifies  her  own  work  into  two  distinct 
periods:  pre-1967  and  post-1967.  In  that  year,  she  met  a 
group  of  new  writers,  some  teen-aged,  who  called 
themselves  the  “Blackstone  Rangers”  comprised  of, 
among  others,  Don  L.  Lee  (Haki  Madhubuti),  Mike 
Cook,  and  Jewel  Latimer  (Amini  Konjufu).  Ms.  Brooks 
began  a writers  workshop  with  them,  presented  her 
poems  in  taverns,  prisons,  on  street  corners,  and 
became  fully  conscious  for  the  first  time  in  her  writing 
career  that  she  was  a black  writer  writing  for  a black 
audience  and  so  must  address  the  social  and  political 
concerns  of  that  audience. 

Annie  Allen 

Harper  and  Brothers,  1949.  First  edition. 

These  Pulitzer  Prize-winning  poems  are  a portrait  of  a 
woman’s  various  roles  as  a daughter,  wife,  and 
mother. 


In  the  Mecca 

New  York:  Harper  and  Row,  1968.  First  edition. 

A collection  comprised  of  one  long  poem  about  an 
apartment  house  in  Chicago  called  “The  Mecca”  and 
eight  shorter  poems  about  contemporary  black  leaders 
such  as  Medgar  Evers  and  Malcolm  X.  This  was  the 
first  of  Ms.  Brooks'  works  to  show  a heightened  political 
awareness,  partly  resulting  from  her  contact  with  the 
younger  black  poets. 

Report  from  Part  One 

Detroit:  Broadside  Press,  1972.  First  edition,  first 
printing. 

Ms.  Brooks'  summary  of  her  life  thus  far  and  the 
meanings  she  has  found  in  it.  Also  included  are 
analyses  of  her  award-winning  novel  and  some  of  her 
poems,  as  well  as  three  previously  published  interviews 
The  author  had  considered  having  her  autobiography 
published  by  her  regular  publisher.  Harper  and  Row, 
but  decided  to  give  it  to  the  small,  black-owned  press  of 
her  friend,  the  poet  Dudley  Randall,  as  an  expression  of 
her  faith  in  black  enterprise. 

Primer  for  Blacks 

Chicago:  The  Black  Position  Press,  1980.  Signed  copy. 

This  volume  is  comprised  of  three  poems:  The  first  is  in 
praise  of  being  black,  the  second  is  on  the  need  for  black 
women  to  have  self-respect,  and  the  third  is  a celebration 
of  black  survival. 

Mayor  Harold  Washington  and  Chicago,  The  I Will  City 
Chicago:  Brooks  Press,  1983.  Signed  copy. 

Two  short  poems  commemorating  Chicago's  mayor 
Harold  Washingtom  and  the  indomitable  spirit  of  the 
city. 


Lucille  Clifton 


[Thelma]  Lucille  [Saylesj  Clifton  was  born  in  Depew, 
New  York,  in  1963,  was  educated  at  Fredonia  State 
Teachers  College,  Fredonia,  New  York,  and  at  Howard 
University,  Washington  D.C.  She  has  taught  at 
Goucher  College,  Towson  College,  Coppin  State  College, 
Trinity  College,  and  American  University.  She  received 
the  Pulitzer  Prize  Committee  Citation  in  1970  and  was 
nominated  for  the  Pulitzer  Prize  in  1980.  She  was 
named  Poet  Laureate  of  Maryland  in  1979. 

Much  of  Lucille  Clifton  work  is  for  children.  Her  adult 
poetry  is  of  everyday  experiences,  birth,  death,  sexuality 
and  spirituality,  the  black  experience,  and  hope. 

Good  News  About  the  Earth 

New^  York:  Random  House,  1972.  First  edition. 

An  Ordinary  Woman 

New  York:  Random  House,  1974.  First  edition. 

Two-Headed  Woman 

Amherst:  University  of  Massachussetts  Press,  1980. 

Next 

Brockport,  NY:  Boa  Seditions,  1987.  First  edition. 


Rita  Dove 


Bom  in  1952  in  Akron,  Ohio,  Rita  Dove  earned  her  B.A. 
degree  at  Miami  (Ohio)  University  and  her  M.F.A. 
degree  at  the  University  of  Iowa.  She  has  had  a 
Guggenheim  fellowship,  was  a Portia  Pittman  Fellow 
in  English  at  Tuskegee  Institute,  and  is  the  second 
black  winner  (Gwendolyn  Brooks  was  the  first)  of  the 
Pulitzer  Prize  in  Poetry.  Ms.  Dove  has  taught  English  at 
Arizona  State  University  and  is  now  at  the  University  of 
Virginia. 

Museum 

Pittsburgh:  Camegie-Mellon  University  Press,  1983. 

This  volume  is  appropriately  titled,  since  the  subjects  of 
the  poems,  collected  over  a long  period  of  time,  are  so 
varied.  Many  of  the  poems  in  this  volume  are 
impressions  of  objects  or  people;  one  section  contains 
poems  of  childhood  memories. 

Fifth  Sunday 

Lexington:  University  of  Kentucky,  1985.  First  edition. 

A collection  of  short  stories  about  individuals  trying  to 
be  humane  in  an  inhumane  world. 

Thomas  and  Beulah 

Pittsburgh:  Camegie-Mellon  University  Press,  1986. 
First  edition. 

This  winner  of  the  1987  Pulitzer  Prize  for  Poetry  depicts 
the  lives  of  Ms.  Dove’s  grandparents  from  their 
individual  perspectives. 


Mari  Evans 


Mari  Evans  was  born  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  on  July  16,  1923. 
She  attended  public  school  in  Toledo  and  enrolled  in 
the  University  of  Toledo,  where  she  studied  fashion 
design  for  a time.  She  has  taught  Afro-American 
Literature  and  been  writer  in  residence  at  Indiana 
University  at  Purdue;  assistant  professor  and  artist  in 
residence  at  Indiana  University,  Bloomington;  as  well 
as  visiting  professor  at  Northwestern  University, 
Washington  University  in  St.  Louis,  and  Cornell 
University’s  Africana  Studies  and  Research  Center. 
Ms.  Evans  is  currently  associate  professor  and  writer 
in  residence  at  the  State  University  of  New  York  at 
Albany.  During  the  past  decade,  she  has  distinguished 
herself  as  the  principal  scholar  and  anthologist  of 
black  women  writers. 

1 Am  a Black  Woman 

New  York:  William  Morrow,  1970.  Review  copy. 

A collection  of  poems  concerning  love  and  love  lost,  the 
plight  of  children,  and  the  infringement  of  black  civil 
liberties. 

Nightstar  1973-1978 

Los  Angeles:  University  of  California,  1981. 

Poems  about  racial  violence,  anti-war  protest,  slavery, 
prison,  and  the  struggle  to  build  lasting  relationships. 


Nildd  Giovanni 


Called  “The  Black  Princess  of  Poetry,”  Yolande 
Cornelia  [Nikki]  Giovanni  was  born  in  Knoxville, 
Tennessee,  in  1943,  and  was  raised  in  Wyoming,  Ohio, 
a suburb  of  Cincinnati.  She  graduated  from  Fisk 
University  magna  cum  laude,  attended  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania  School  of  Social  Work  on  a Ford  Foun- 
dation Grant,  and  later  entered  the  School  of  Fine  Arts 
at  Columbia  University.  She  has  taught  English  at 
Livingston  College  at  Rutgers  University  in  New 
Jersey  and  Black  Studies  at  Queens  College  of  the  City 
University  of  New  York  and  now  is  on  the  faculty  of  the 
University  of  Cincinnati.  Over  the  past  two  decades 
she  has  read  from  her  works  and  lectured  at  Oberlin 
several  times. 

Gemini 

New  York:  Bobbs-Merrill  Company,  1971. 

In  this  autobiography  composed  of  essays,  Ms. 
Giovanni  tells  of  her  relation-ship  with  her  older 
sister,  her  grandmother,  and  her  son  Tommy,  as  well 
as  her  experiences  as  a young  girl  and  new  mother. 

Sacred  Cows  and  Other  Edibles 

New  York:  William  Morrow  and  Company,  1988.  First 
edition. 

Essays  dealing  with  subjects  such  as  Miss  America 
pageants,  health  spas,  parenthood,  and  the  national 
anthem. 

Ms.  Giovanni  has  been  one  of  the  most  widely  read  and 
respected  poets  by  the  general  public  and  her  peers, 
primarily  because  of  her  varied  subject  matter, 
political  awareness,  meticulous  crafting  and  support 
of  young  writers.  Her  poetry  deals  with  militancy  and 
protest,  love,  friendship,  mothers,  herself,  and  such 
well-known  people  as  John  Lennon,  Billie  Jean  King, 


Martin  Luther  Kinf^,  Jr.,  and  Robert  Kennedy.  She  has 
also  written  much  poetry  for  children  which  is  not 
exhibited  here. 

My  House 

New  York:  William  Morrow  and  Company,  1972.  First 
CHlition. 

The  Women  and  the  Men 

New  York:  William  Morrow  and  Company,  1978.  First 
edition. 

Black  Feeling  I Black  Talk  I Black  Judgement 

New  York:  Morrow  Quill  Paperbacks,  1979. 

Those  Who  Ride  the  Night  Winds 

New  York:  William  Morrow  and  Company,  1983.  First 
edition.  Signed  copy. 


Bell  Hooks 


Gloria  Watkins,  who  writes  as  Bell  Hooks,  has  been  an 
associate  professor  of  English  and  Women’s  Studies 
and  Nord  Faculty  Fellow  at  Oberlin  since  Fall  1988.  She 
earned  a B.A.  from  Stanford  University,  an  M.A.  from 
the  University  of  Wisconsin  at  Madison  and  a Ph.D. 
from  the  University  of  California  at  Santa  Cruz  in  1983. 
She  taught  at  Yale  University  prior  to  coming  to  Oberlin 
and  is  on  leave  this  semester.  In  addition  to  the  works 
exhibited.  Bell  Hooks  is  the  author  of  two  novels  and  a 
chapbook  of  poems  And  There  We  Wept  (Los  Angeles, 
Golembics,  1978). 

Ain't  I a Woman:  Black  Women  and  Feminism 

Boston:  South  End  Press,  1981. 

Feminist  Theory  from  Margin  to  Center 
Boston:  South  End  Press,  1984. 

Talking  Back:  Thinking  Feminist,  Thinking  Black 

Boston:  South  Bind  Press,  1989. 


Gayl  Jones 


A native  of  Lexington,  Kentucky,  Gayl  Jones  earned  a 
B.A.  in  English  from  Connecticut  College  in  1971  and 
an  M.A.  and  D.A.  in  Creative  Writing  from  Brown 
University  in  1973  and  1975  respectively.  She  was  the 
recipient  of  a Schubert  Foundation  grant  for 
dramatists,  1973-1975,  and  a National  Endowment  of 
the  Arts  grant  in  1976-1977.  At  one  time  a professor  of 
English  at  the  University  of  Michigan,  Ms.  Jones  now 
lives  abroad. 

Corregidora 

New  York:  Random  House,  1975.  First  edition. 

A black  woman  comes  to  terms  with  womanhood  via 
her  revenge  on  the  slaveowner  who  dominated  her 
mother,  her  grandmother,  and  her  great- 
grandmother. 

The  Hermit  Woman 

Detroit:  Lotus  Press,  1983.  First  edition,  first  printing. 

Divided  into  six  parts,  the  poem  is  narrated  by  five 
women  and  one  man  who  define  what  love  is,  what  its 
promises  are,  and  how  dangerous  it  can  be. 


Corregidora 

Gayl  Jones 

**  Corregidora  is  the 
most  brutally 
honest  and  pain- 
ful revelation  of 
what  has  occurred, 
and  is  occurring, 
in  the  souls  of 
Black  men 
and  women.” 


—James  Baldwin 


June  Jordan 


June  Jordan,  bom  in  1936,  is  a native  of  Harlem.  She 
was  educated  at  Barnard  College  and  the  University  of 
Chicago,  She  has  taught  at  Connecticut  College,  City 
College  of  the  City  University  of  New  York,  and  Sar^ 
Lawrence  College  and  is  presently  teaching  English  at 
the  State  University  of  New  York  at  Stony  Brook.  She 
won  a Rockefeller  Foundation  Fellowship  in  Creative 
Writing,  1969-1970  and  has  read  and  lectured  at 
Oberlin. 

Much  of  Ms.  Jordan’s  writing  shows  her  to  be  a 
passionate,  ambitious,  and  committed  political 
activist.  Among  her  recurrent  themes  are  the  politics 
of  the  street,  child  welfare,  racism,  and  education  in 
America. 

Passion 

New  York:  Beacon  Press,  1980. 

On  Call:  Political  Essays 

Boston:  South  End  Pr^s,  1985.  First  edition,  second 
printing. 


Audre  Lorde 


A daughter  of  West  Indian  parents,  Audre  Lorde  was 
bom  in  New  York  City  in  1934.  She  graduated  from 
Hunter  College,  received  her  M.L.S.  from  Columbia 
University,  and  attended  the  University  of  Mexico.  She 
has  been  awarded  writing  grants  from  the  National 
Endowment  for  the  Arts  and  the  New  York  Foundation 
for  the  Arts,  and  was  nominated  for  the  National  Book 
Award  for  Poetry  in  1974  for  From  Where  Other  People 
Live.  She  is  currently  a professor  of  English  at  Hunter 
College  of  the  City  University  of  New  York. 

Ms.  Lorde  has  often  referred  to  herself  as  a “black 
lesbian  feminist  warrior  poet”  to  make  the  point  that 
people,  if  they  are  honest  with  themselves,  are 
composed  of  many  selves.  She  also  believes  that  it  is 
necessary  to  be  honest  and  identify  with  others  who  are 
oppressed  in  order  to  build  a better  society.  To  that  end 
she  has  been  an  activist  for  decades  opposing  war  and 
the  proliferation  of  nuclear  power  plants,  and 
advocating  equality  for  women  and  minorities.  Ms. 
Lorde's  writing  reflects  her  belief  in  humanism  and  is 
strikingly  intelligent  and  passionate. 

The  latest  of  Audre  Lord's  many  visits  to  Oberlin  was 
last  May  when  she  was  the  Commencement  speaker 
and  received  an  honorary  degree. 

Uses  of  the  Erotic:  The  Erotic  as  Power 
New  York:  Out  and  Out  Books,  1978, 

An  address  to  a 1978  conference  on  the  history  of 
women.  Uses  of  the  Erotic  defines  the  erotic  as  a power, 
a life-force  of  women,  and  the  source  of  crea-tivity. 

Cancer  Journals 

San  Francisco:  Spinsters  Ink,  1980.  Second  edition. 

A documentation  in  text  and  journal  entries  of  Ms. 
Lorde’s  successful  battle  against  breast  cancer. 


Among  the  themes  of  Audre  Lorde's  work  are  lost 
youth  and  love,  the  black  heritage,  the  roles  of  women, 
city  life,  birth,  and  death. 


From  a Land  Where  Other  People  Live 

Detroit:  Broadside  Press,  1974.  First  edition,  first 
printing. 


Coal 

New  York:  W.W.  Norton,  1978.  First  edition. 

The  Black  Unicorn 

New  York:  W.W.  Norton,  1978.  First  edition. 

Our  Dead  Behind  Us 

New  York:  W.W.  Norton,  1986.  First  edition. 
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Paule  Marshall 


The  daughter  of  Barbadian  parents,  Paule  Marshall 
was  born  in  Brooklyn  and  attended  Brooklyn  College. 
She  worked  in  New  York  libraries  and  wrote  for  Our 
World  magazine,  traveling  on  assignment  to  South 
America  and  the  West  Indies.  As  a young  woman, 
she  lived  on  various  Caribbean  islands  and  is  presently 
at  Virginia  Commonwealth  University  in  Richmond. 

Brown  Girl,  Brownstones 

New  York:  Random  House,  1959.  First  edition,  first 
printing. 

An  autobiographical  novel  of  a young  girl  growing  up 
in  a Barbadian  family  newly  arrived  in  America. 

Soul  Clap  Hands  and  Sing 

New  York:  Atheneum,  1961.  First  edition. 

A compilation  of  four  novellas  unified  by  the  theme  of 
people  trying  to  reach  an  ideal  before  it  disappears. 

The  Chosen  Place,  the  Timeless  People 

New  York:  Harcourt  Brace  & World,  1969.  First 
edition. 

A novel  depicting  the  confrontation  between  intruding 
white  capitalists  and  the  natives  of  a small,  remote 
West  Indian  island  and  the  effects  the  two  have  on 
each  other. 


Toni  Morrison 


Toni  Morrison  [Chloe  Anthony  WoffordJ  was  born  in 
Lorain,  Ohio,  in  1931.  She  earned  her  B.A.  from 
Howard  University  and  her  M.A.  from  Cornell 
University.  She  has  taught  English  and  creative 
wirting  at  Texas  Southern  University,  Howard 
University,  Columbia  University,  and  Yale  University, 
and  is  currently  at  the  State  University  of  New  York  at 
Albany.  In  1980  Oberlin  awarded  her  an  honorary 
degree  and  she  has  spoken  here,  in  her  native  county, 
on  many  occasions. 

Outside  the  academic  field  she  has  been  senior  editor 
for  Random  House  publishers.  She  won  the  1977 
National  Book  Critics  Award  for  Song  of  Solomon y 
which  was  the  first  of  her  works  to  reach  the  bestseller 
lists.  Her  later  novels,  especially  Tar  Baby  and  Belovedy 
have  been  both  critical  and  popular  successes. 

Although  Ms.  Morrison’s  early  work  did  not  receive  a 
great  deal  of  critical  praise,  her  peers  have  always  had 
the  greatest  respect  for  her  ideas,  execution,  and 
writing  style.  Maya  Angelou,  Gwendolyn  Brooks, 
Audre  Lorde,  Nikki  Giovanni,  and  Ntozake  Shange 
have  praised  Ms.  Morrison’s  books  as  the  best  black 
women’s  writing  today,  especially  her  novel  Sula,  She 
says  of  her  own  writings,  “My  stories  come  to  me  as 
cliches.  A cliche  is  a cliche  because  it  is  worthwhile. 
Otherwise,  it  would  have  been  discarded.” 

The  Bluest  Eye 

New  York:  Holt,  Rinehart  and  Winston,  1970.  First 
edition. 

In  Ms.  Morrison’s  first  published  work,  a young  black 
girl  deals  with  being  unloved  and  unwanted  by 
wishing  she  had  blue  eyes  and  blond  hair.  She  finally 
becomes  insane,  believing  that  she  has  the  ‘Tbluest  eye 
of  all” 


Song  of  Solomon 

lx)ndon:  Chatto  & Windus,  1978, 

Winner  of  the  1977  National  Book  Critics  Circle  Award, 
this  novel  concerns  one  man’s  odyssey  to  find  material 
wealth  only  to  learn  of  his  ancestry-his  obscured  slave 
roots. 

Tar  Baby 

New  York:  Alfred  A.  Knopf,  1981.  First  edition. 

This  novel  is  about  the  intimate  relationship  between 
two  unlikely  people,  a fashion  model  and  a vagrant, 
their  separation,  and  eventual  reunion  when  they 
finally  understand  that  they  are  both  victims  of  racial 
exploitation. 

Beloved 

London:  Chatto  & Windus,  1987.  First  edition.  Signed 
copy. 

An  epic  set  in  Ohio  of  a slave  named  Sethe,  her  escape 
and  fear  of  recapture,  and  the  ghost  of  a baby  named 
Beloved  who  will  not  let  the  past  die. 


Thylias  Moss 


The  youngest  writer  represented  in  this  exhibit  is  also 
the  only  one  who  graduated  from  Oberlin  College. 

Born  in  Cleveland  in  1954,  Thylias  Moss  was  elected  to 
Phi  Beta  Kappa  and  received  her  degree  from  Oberlin 
in  1981.  She  went  on  to  get  an  M.A.  from  the 
University  of  New  Hampshire  and  teaches  at  Phillips 
Academy  in  Andover,  New  Hampshire. 

While  still  a student  at  Oberlin  Ms.  Moss  won  the  First 
Prize  in  the  Academy  of  American  Poets  Competition, 
and  later  in  1987,  was  awarded  an  Artists’  Fellowship 
from  the  Massachusetts  Arts  Council.  Her  poems 
have  been  published  in  Callaloo,  Obsidian  II,  Field, 
and  the  Indiana  Review.  She  has  read  her  poetry  at 
Oberlin  and  Cleveland  State  University  and  is 
presently  a visiting  professor  of  English  at  the  latter 
institution. 

Hosiery  Seams  on  a Bowlegged  Woman 

Cleveland : Cleveland  State  University  Poetry  Center, 
1983. 

Pyramid  of  Bone 

Charlottesrville:  University  Press  of  Virginia,  1989. 


Gloria  Naylor 


Gloria  Naylor  earned  her  B.A.  in  English  from 
Brooklyn  College  and  her  M.A.  in  Afro-American 
Studies  from  Yale.  She  teaches  courses  in  literature 
and  creative  writing  at  such  institutions  as  New  York 
University  and  Brandeis.  Her  first  published  work  won 
the  1983  American  Book  Award  for  First  Novel.  The 
recent  television  dramatization  of  The  Women  of 
Brewster  Place  brought  Ms.  Naylor’s  work  before  the 
public’s  attention. 

The  Women  of  Brewster  Place 

New  York:  Penguin  Books,  1983. 

This  winner  of  the  1983  American  Book  Award  for  First 
Novel  contains  the  diverse  stories  of  seven  women,  how 
they  came  together  in  a large  urban  ghetto,  and  their 
fight  to  survive. 

Mama  Day 

New  York:  Ticknor  & Fields,  1988.  First  edition. 

The  story  of  an  elderly  matriarch’s  efforts  to  save  her 
grandniece  who  has  fallen  prey  to  evil. 


Sonia  Sanchez 


Christened  Wilsonia  Driver,  Sonia  Sanchez  was  bom  in 
Birmingham,  Alabama,  in  1934.  At  age  9,  Ms.  Sanchez 
moved  to  Harlem.  She  graduated  from  Hunter  College 
in  1955  with  a degree  in  political  science  and  did 
graduate  work  in  poetry  at  New  York  University.  She 
has  taught  at  San  Francisco  State  College,  University  of 
Pittsburg,  Rutgers  University,  Amherst  College,  and 
Manhattan  Community  College  and  is  now  teaching  at 
Temple  University.  She  received  the  P.E.N.  Writing 
Award  in  1969  and  a National  Endowment  for  the  Arts 
Award,  1978-1979.  She  has  been  at  Oberlin  many  times 
and  was  the  keynote  speaker  at  the  Fall  1986  ‘"Kuumba” 
(creativity)  celebration  at  African  Heritage  House. 

Ms.  Sanchez  became  a member  of  the  Nation  of  Islam 
in  1972  because  she  felt  a need  for  community  and  a 
moral  upbringing  for  her  children.  However,  in  1975, 
she  left  the  Nation  because  of  sexism.  She  says,  “ I 
fought  against  the  stereot3rpe  of  me  as  a black  woman  in 
the  movement  relegated  to  three  steps  behind.” 

All  of  Ms.  Sanchez’s  poetry  stresses  love  of  self  and  of 
being  black,  the  reality  of  black  oppression,  and  the 
need  for  reform  through  militant  thoughts  and  actions. 

We  a BaddDDD  People 

Detroit:  Broadside  Press,  1970.  First  edition,  first 
printing. 

Love  Poems 

New  York:  The  Third  Press,  1973.  First  edition,  first 
printing. 

Homegirls  & Handgrenades 

New  York:  Thunder’s  Mouth  Press,  1984. 

Under  a Soprano  Sky. 

Trenton,  NJ:  Africa  World,  1987. 


Ntozake  Sliange 


As  an  act  of  rebellion  against  her  Western  roots, 
Paulette  Williams  adopted  the  Zulu  name  Ntozake  [‘'she 
who  comes  with  her  own  things”]  Shange  [“she  who 
walks  like  a lion”].  Bom  in  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  in 
1948,  Ms.  Shange  earned  her  B.A.  at  Barnard  College 
in  1970  and  her  M.A.  in  English  Literature  from  the 
University  of  California  at  Los  Angeles.  She  is  now 
teaching  at  the  University  of  Houston. 

Ms.  Shange’s  most  successful  play.  For  Colored  dries 
who  Have  Considered  Suicide  I When  the  Rainbow  is 
Enufy  met  with  both  positive  and  negative  reactions.  It 
opened  at  a time  when  both  the  media  and  the  black 
women  were  striving  to  create  images  of  strong, 
resilient  women  and  Ms.  Shange’s  work  vividly 
illustrated  the  vulnerability  of  women  to  men  and 
society.  Spell  #7  will  be  performed  in  Oberlin  in 
February. 

For  Colored  Girls  Who  Have  Considered  Suicide  I When 
the  Rainbow  is  Enuf, 

New  York:  Macmillan  Publishing,  1977.  First  edition, 
third  printing. 

In  this  sequence  of  poems  intended  to  be  staged  (a 
“choreopoem”),  Ms.  Shange  celebrates  being  black  and 
a woman.  It  was  first  performed  at  the  Bacchanal,  a 
woman’s  bar  just  outside  of  Berkeley,  California,  and 
was  later  successfully  produced  in  New  York  by  Joseph 
Papp  and  Woodie  King,  Jr. 

Nappy  Edges 

New  York:  St.  Martin’s  Press,  1978. 

A collection  of  poetry  and  prose  concerning  experiences 
in  Ms.  Shange’s  life. 


Sassafras,  Cypress  & Indigo 

New  York:  St.  Martin’s  Press,  1982.  First  edition. 

A novel  about  the  relationship  between  three  sisters  and 
their  mother,  dedicated  to  “all  women  in  a struggle.” 

A Daughter's  Geography 

New  York:  St.  Martin’s  Press,  1983.  First  edition. 
Signed  copy. 

Poetry  which  celebrates  Ms.  Shange’s  daughter,  music, 
feminism,  and  love. 

Betsey  Brown 

New  York:  St.  Martin’s  Press,  1985.  First  edition. 

Ms.  Shange’s  story  of  a thirteen-year-old  girl  in  St.  Louis 
Missouri,  in  1959,  the  year  of  school  integration.  The 
novel  traces  the  stresses  created  in  families  by  racisim 
and  court-ordered  integration,  as  well  as  class  conflict 
and  cultural  estrangement  within  the  black  community. 


Alice  Walker 


Alice  Walker,  bom  in  1944,  the  youngest  of  eight 
children  or  rural  Georgia  sharecroppers,  attended 
Spelman  College  on  a scholarship.  She  graduated 
from  Sarah  Lawrence  in  1965.  She  has  lectured  at  the 
University  of  Massachusetts,  Wellesley,  Yale 
University,  and  the  University  of  California  at 
Berkeley.  She  received  the  Pulitzer  Prize  for  Fiction  in 
1983,  the  National  Book  Award  in  1983,  Nationad 
Endowment  for  the  Arts  Fellowships  in  both  1969  and 
1979,  and  a Guggenheim  fellowship  in  1978.  She  is  a 
contributing  editor  to  Freedomways  and  Ms, 
magazines  and  presently  resides  in  San  Francisco. 

Ms.  Walker  once  stated  that  for  her  “family 
relationships  are  sacred.'’  Much  of  her  work  portrays 
the  spiritual  and  physical  devastation  that  occurs 
when  the  family  trust  is  violated. 

Once 

New  York:  Harcourt  Brace  Jovanovich.  1973.  First 
edition. 

This  first  volume  of  poems  deals  with  the  civil  rights 
conflicts  in  the  South  and  with  Ms.  Walker’s 
experiences  as  a young  woman  in  Uganda,  Kenya,  and 
East  Africa. 

You  Can*t  Keep  a Good  Woman  Down 

New  York:  Harcourt  Brace  Jovanovich,  1981.  First 
edition. 

Fourteen  stories  of  contemporary  women  and  their 
views  on  love,  lust,  fame,  pornography,  new  lovers, 
and  old  friends. 

The  Color  Purple 

New  York:  Harcourt  Brace  Jovanovich,  1982. 

The  story  of  two  sisters,  forced  apart  for  30  years  by  the 
cruel  husband  of  one  of  the  pair,  and  their  triumphant 
and  healing  reunion.  Like  Ms.  Shange’s  For  Colored 


GirlSy  The  Color  Purple  met  with  mixed  reactions  when 
it  was  made  into  a film.  The  controversy  surrounded 
the  depiction  of  black  men  as  abusive,  manipulative, 
and  self-centered.  The  Color  Purple^  despite  the  media 
blitz,  has  remained  a very  widely  read  book,  required  in 
many  American  Literature,  Afro-American  and 
Women’s  Studies  classes.  It  has  also  secured  Ms. 
Walker’s  reputation  as  one  of  the  foremost 
contemporary  novelists. 

To  Hell  with  Dying 

New  York:  Harcourt  Brace  Jovanovich,  1988.  First 
edition. 

This  first  book,  written  while  Ms.  Walker  was  still  a 
student  at  Sarah  Lawrence,  is  a children’s  story  of  an 
old  man  on  the  verge  of  dying  who  is  revived  by  the  love 
and  attention  of  two  children  and  how  his  eventual 
death  aiffects  them.  It  was  based  on  a real  event  in  Ms. 
Walker’s  life  and  serves  as  a tribute  to  an  old  man  she 
loved. 

The  Temple  of  My  Familiar 
New  York:  Ticknor  & Fields,  1989. 

The  sweeping  story  of  three  marriages  and  an  analysis 
of  racial  and  sexu^  relationships.  Miss  Celie  and  Miss 
Shug,  previously  seen  in  The  Color  Purple y also  appear 
in  this  novel.  Much  of  the  material  (‘‘ancient  memory”) 
came  from  dreams.  Ms.  Walker’s  belief  in  mysticism 
is  integrated  into  the  story  and  some  reviewers  have 
attacked  it  on  that  basis.  One  this  point,  Ms.  Walker 
sums  up  the  feelings  of  all  the  women  in  this  exhibit 
about  white  male  critics:  “They  are  really  on  the  other 
end  of  the  spectrum  from  me  as  a black  woman  in  this 
culture.” 


Margaret  Walker 


Margaret  [AbagailJ  Walker  was  born  in  Birmingham, 
Alabama,  in  1915.  She  received  her  B.A.  from 
Northwestern  University,  her  M.A.  and  Ph.D.  from 
the  University  of  Iowa,  and  a D.F.A.  from  Denison 
University  in  1974.  She  was  awarded  the  Yale 
Younger  Poet  Award  in  1942  at  the  age  of  twenty-six. 
Ms.  Walker  worked  on  the  WPA  Writer’s  Project 
during  the  Depression.  She  spent  her  teaching  career 
at  Jackson  (Mississippi)  State  University  and  is  now 
retired. 

Of  all  the  women  writers  in  this  exhibit,  Ms.  Walker 
has  probably  been  the  most  influential  on  others.  She 
has  fought  against  tremendous  discrimination  in  the 
field  of  education  and  balanced  a writing  career, 
teaching  career,  and  family.  Her  will  to  succeed  can 
be  seen  by  the  thirty  years  it  took  her  to  write  her  major 
novel  Jubilee.  This  persistence  has  served  as  an 
inspiration  to  other  women  writiers. 

For  My  People 

New  Haven,  CT:  Yale  University  Press,  1942. 

Ms.  Walker’s  first  book  of  poems  concerning  her 
ancestral  roots  in  both  the  West  Indies  and  the  South 
and  the  people  of  her  youth.  The  poems  in  this  volume 
were  the  basis  for  the  Yale  Younger  Poet  Award. 

Jubilee 

Boston:  Houghton-MiflElin  Company,  1966.  First 
edition,  first  printing. 

An  epic  of  the  Civil  War  based  on  the  experiences  of 
Ms.  Walker’s  great  grandmother,  a Greorgia 
plantation  slave.  Ms.  Walker  notes  that  the  book  was 
written  and  published  because  of  a promise  made  to 
her  to  tell  her  story.  Ms.  Walker  is  currently  working 
on  a sequel  to  Jubilee  entitled  Minna  and  Jim, 


October  Journey 

Detroit:  Broadside  Press,  1970,  First  edition,  first 
printing. 

Poems  Commemorating,  among  others,  Ms.  Walker’ 
father,  Harriet  Tubman,  Paul  Laurence  Dunbar,  and 
Gwendolyn  Brooks. 


MEMORT 

I can  remember  wind-swept  streets  of  cities 
on  cold  and  blustery  nights,  on  rainy  days; 
heads  under  shabby  felts  and  parasols 
and  shoulders  hunched  against  a sharp  concern; 
seeing  hurt  bewilderment  on  poor  faces, 
smelling  a deep  and  sinister  unrest 
these  brooding  people  cautiously  caress ; 
hearing  ghostly  marching  on  pavement  stones 
and  closing  fast  around  their  squares  of  hate. 

I can  remember  seeing  them  alone, 
at  work,  and  in  their  tenements  at  home. 

I can  remember  hearing  all  they  said : 

their  muttering  protests,  their  whispered  oaths, 

and  all  that  spells  their  living  in  distress. 


Sherley  Anne  Williams 


Sherley  Anne  Williams,  a native  of  Bakersfield, 
California,  was  born  in  1944.  She  received  her  B.A. 
degree  in  history  from  California  State  University  at 
Fresno  in  1966.  She  also  attended  Howard  University 
and  Brown  University  where  she  earned  her  M.A. 
degree.  She  has  taught  at  California  State  University  at 
Fresno  and  at  San  Diego,  where  she  is  currently 
professor  of  literature.  As  well  as  being  known  as  a 
poet  she  is  also  noted  for  her  literary  criticism  and 
essays  on  folk  culture. 

Dessa  Rose 

New  York:  William  Morrow  and  Company,  1986.  First 
edition. 

Based  on  a blending  of  two  obscure  newspaper 
clippings,  this  novel  depicts  two  strong  women,  one 
white  and  one  black,  whose  courage,  love  and  daring 
change  the  normal,  expected  sequence  of  events. 
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